
An International  
Perspective on Rock Art

Professor Jean Clottes, a world renowned French archaeologist and 
cave art authority, will be touring New Zealand between 10 -25 
February 2013. The purpose of his visit is to establish an exchange 
of scientific knowledge between French and New Zealand experts. 

Throughout his tour around the country, Prof. Clottes will meet with New Zealand 
researchers specialising in archaeology, and will explore Maori rock art. Professor 
Clottes will also visit the state-of-the-art Rafter radiocarbon dating laboratory at 
GNS Science in Lower Hutt. This is the first time that a scientific exchange project 
in the field of rock art will take place between France and New Zealand. It will 
enable new links to be created between experts in connected disciplines in the two 
countries. Christchurch-based French archaeologist Dr Yann-Pierre Montelle has 
been instrumental in bringing Professor Clottes to New Zealand. The project is 
funded through the New Zealand France Friendship Fund. It is hoped that the 
trip will lead to fruitful contacts and that in 2014 a young Maori researcher will be 
able to travel to France in order to build on the established research links, and to 
promote in France the knowledge of Maori culture and its contemporary significance.

Comparative Research and Public 
Seminar Tour of New Zealand by 
Professor Jean Clottes (France)



An International Perspective on Rock Art
During his seminars Prof Clottes will focus on rock art in the Chauvet Cave in France – the subject of 
the film ‘Cave of Forgotten Dreams’. He will discuss the interpretation and meaning of rock art, as well 
as the importance of conservation and protection of rock art heritage sites in France, New Zealand and 
the world over. Prof Clottes will also endeavour to place Maori rock art in an international context. 

The seminars will be followed by the screening of Werner Herzog’s film ‘Cave of Forgotten Dreams’, 
in which Professor Clottes features. The seminars should appeal to a wide public of all ages.

Timaru
Hoyts Cinema

Christchurch
Bird Hall,  
Canterbury Museum 

Wellington
Soundings Theatre,  
Te Papa

Auckland
Auditorium, Auckland 
War Memorial Museum

Tuesday 12 February
Public Seminar  7 – 8pm, followed by film

Friday 15 February  
Public Seminar 6 – 7pm, followed by 
drinks and film at 7.30 – 9pm

Sunday 17 February
Public Seminar 2 – 3pm, film 3.30 – 5pm

Supported by Museum 
of New Zealand  

Te Papa Tongarewa. 

Sunday 24 February
Public Seminar 6 – 7pm, film from 7.20/30pm, 
finishing by 9pm

The Chauvet Cave in France
The Chauvet Cave, discovered by spelunkers in December 
1994 in the south of France, is one of the most important 
painted caves ever found, only comparable to Lascaux, also in 
France, and Altamira in Spain. 

The paintings were made around 36,000 years ago, as 
was firmly established by numerous radiocarbon datings, 
confirmed by geological studies about the time when the cliff 
collapsed, thus closing off the cave. These are among the 
oldest dates known for prehistoric paintings.

The works of art in the cave are numerous (about 430 animal 
figures belonging to 14 different species), aesthetically striking, 
and original. The animals most often represented (63%) belong 
to the most formidable species, that were not or exceptionally 
hunted: mammoths, woolly rhinos, cave lions and cave bears. All 
those species became extinct before the end of the last glaciation. 
The Chauvet animals, in addition, present a great variety, 
as not only the usual horses, aurochs, bison, ibex, deer were 
represented, but also some very exceptional images of owl, musk 
ox and panther.

Since 1998, a multidisciplinary team has been working in the 
cave which gradually becomes better and better known. With 
Chauvet, the long held hypothesis of a gradual evolution of art 
over millenia has collapsed. Our ancestors of 36,000 years ago 
were fully as artistic and complex as any of their inheritors. 

About Professor Jean Clottes
Prof. Clottes is a prominent French archaeologist and 
renowned rock art authority with a career including roles such 
as Director of Prehistoric Antiquities for the Midi-Pyrénées 
region, General Inspector for Archaeology and Scientific 
Advisor at the French Ministry of Culture. 

He was a visiting professor at Berkeley University and 
Associated Professor at Gerona (Spain) and Neuchâtel 
(Switzerland).

He currently works as an international expert for UNESCO, 
is the editor of the International Newsletter on Rock Art 
(INORA) and the Director of Collection for rock art at 
“Éditions du Seuil” in Paris.

He remains involved in recording and studying rock art in the 
Chauvet Cave in France.

About the Partners 
Professor Jean Clottes’ visit is co-organised by the Embassy 
of France and the New Zealand National Commission for 
UNESCO, in partnership with the Alliance Française network 
in New Zealand, Ngai Tahu Maori Rock Art Trust, Museum of 
New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Canterbury Museum and the 
Auckland War Memorial Museum. 

This visit is funded by the New Zealand France Friendship Fund. 


