
devenir assistant en
GO FOR IT!

www.ambafrance-nz.org/-Language-Assistantships

My husband Nathan and I were both given schools 
in the fantastic and lively town of Marseille. I was 
placed at a Lycée Hôtelier where the students 
were all trainees for various roles in the hospitality 
industry. I had classes of trainee chefs, barmen, 
waiters and hotel managers. The students were motivated to learn and 

practice their English, which they understood 
was essential for their future vocations. We could 
not have hoped for a better bunch of colleagues, 
many of whom quickly became friends. If anyone 
is considering the assistantship programme,  
I would say “go for it!” without hesitation.RaEWyN CLaRk 

“I really enjoyed my life as a language 

assistant and I want to do it again. My life à 

la française was really cool and I learned a 

lot of French. as an assistant it’s fun doing 

activities to encourage students to speak 

English, and it’s a great way to learn about 

how French people think. I recommend this 

program – it’s the experience of a lifetime.”

JoNaTHaN BELL

“Living in France gave me the opportunity 

to greatly improve my French and build 

on what I had learnt in the classroom in 

New Zealand. I would say that living in 

a French speaking country is imperative 

to anyone seeking to become fluent in 

the language. Teaching conversational 

English in a French high school (lycée) 

was a challenge but also great fun.  

I was given the freedom to create my own 

lesson plans and it was a very rewarding 

experience to spark the interest of young 

students and to get them excited about 

learning another language. 

I built great friendships in France that  

I know will last for a very long time.”

BRaD SMITH

The language assistants programme started in 1905 between France and 
the Uk. Since then dozens of countries joined, including New Zealand. 
Be one of the many thousands who enjoy the privilege of being part of 
this adventure! 

Be an English Language 
ASSISTANT IN

or in New Caledonia



Make the most of your OE! Live in France and get to know the country, 
learn French in real life conditions and improve your fluency, share your 
knowledge, culture and language with French people in France, and start 
building your CV and your career!

Each year, New Zealanders fly to France to have this unique work 
experience and come back enthused and more confident than ever about 
their future. As an assistant you will experience a country and its people 
from a privileged point of view; as one of their own. Take part in school 
life, make friends with other teachers, get to know your students and teach 
them about yourself and your country. This is a fantastic opportunity to get 
involved with an exchange between two cultures, and have fun doing it.

Apply now and make it happen!

Am I eligible to be an English Language Assistant?
you are eligible if you are a New Zealander and are 
between 20 and 30 years of age. other applications may 
be considered, depending on specific circumstances and 
reasons. If you are not a NZ citizen but have a resident status, 
you will be asked to prove you were a high school student in  
New Zealand.
you do not need to have a degree in French or to be fluent in 
French, but some knowledge of the French language is required.

What is the role of an English Language Assistant?
your role will be to improve your students’ confidence in 
spoken English, through interactive and recreational activities. 
Students will expect you to introduce them to the kiwi culture. 
you will have to plan varied activities and games, and use real 
life documents, such as photos, travel guides and maps, as well 
as texts from newspapers or the Internet.

How much will I earn?
In 2012, an assistant in metropolitan France earns about 795€ 
(net/month), or 1530€ in New Caledonia, on a basis of 12 hours 
of teaching per week in small groups (8 to 15 students). Wages 
are reviewed every year. additionally, English intensive courses 
are offered to high school students during the holidays, and as 
an assistant you have the possibility to apply for the job too.

Where will I work?
French schools are located in 30 different administrative regions 
called ‘académies’. on your application form, you will be able 
to choose up to 3 académies. Because of the limited number 
of positions available in each académie, all candidates cannot 
always get their first choice. you may be posted anywhere within 
the académie (e.g.: if you request to be posted in the académie 
of Toulouse, you may be offered a position in the city of Toulouse 
or anywhere else in this académie).

How long is my work contract?
Primary schools and secondary schools:  
7 months from october 1st to april 30th. 

Who will be responsible for me?
you will be assigned a mentor teacher who will probably be a 
teacher in the modern language department, and you are likely 
to work with all other English teachers. It is usually easy to make 
friends at school and if you make the effort to socialise, you will 
make the most of your stay.

What are the living conditions in France?
The cost of living is not very different between France and NZ, 
except in Paris and other big cities, where it is higher. The salary 
is quite generous for the number of hours you are working, and 
you may be able to supplement your income by giving private 
lessons or having a part-time job as long as it does not affect 
your work at school and your additional earnings are not more 
than 30% of your assistant salary.

What about my accommodation?
For some of the positions, accommodation is provided. Grants 
are available from the Government under certain conditions. 
Rents vary according to the size of the town.

Will I get the chance to travel?
yes! you will be working just 12 hours a week and have two 
weeks holidays every six to eight weeks.

About my Visa and other formalities...?
once you have been selected to be an assistant and as soon as 
your working contract is finalised by the French Ministry of 
Education, your visa will be issued to you free of charge by the 
Consular section of the French Embassy in Wellington. 

PaCIFIC: THE oTHER oPTIoN

Live on an island; apply for a 
posting in New Caledonia 
and stay close to your home, 
family and friends thanks to 
regular and direct flights. as 
the cost of living is higher 
there, you will earn more 
than in Metropolitan France. 
It’s even more if you are 
posted in the bush!

APPLY NOW!

 Download the application form from the French Embassy’s website:  
www.ambafrance-nz.org/-Language-assistantships or request it at:  
culture@ambafrance-nz.org

 Send it before the deadline to:
 Cultural Service, Embassy of France, Po Box 11 281, Wellington

Destination Application Timeline Posting starts…

Metropolitan 
France

october the year before, 
to February

october 1st

New Caledonia June to august March 1st

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
The CIEP (Centre Internation d’Etudes Pédagogiques) is the French 
public body in charge of the assistants programme for the French 
Ministry of Education. 

www.ciep.fr/assistantetr
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Be an English Language 

or in New Caledonia

ASSISTANT IN


