
4 reasons to take DELF scolaire

.

DELF scolaire in New Zealand: 
institutions involved

Certify your French language skills with 
an internationally recognised qualification

International  recognition:  DELF  is  
recognised throughout the world by 
universities, employers and governments. 
Based on the levels of the Common 
European Framework of Reference for 
Languages (CEFRL), DELF is universally 
accepted as evidence of its holder’s 
proficiency in the French language.

An external assessment: DELF provides a 
reliable evaluation of your level of French, 
on an international scale.

A valuable asset for the future: DELF has 
permanent validity and may prove a great 
asset in your CV at any time in your career. 
For example, DELF is required for admission 
in French higher education institutions.

An educational experience and passport 
for progress: achieving the DELF is in 
itself a highly rewarding and valuable 
experience that will give you confidence 
to study French further.  Each DELF scolaire 
diploma is a stage in the progression from 
elementary to upper intermediate levels.

For more information:  
http://www.ambafrance-nz.org/DELF-scolaire
http://www.french.ac.nz/delfscolaire
or contact: 
cooperation.wellington-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

The Centre International d’Etudes 
Pédagogiques
The Centre International d’Etudes Pédagogiques (CIEP),  
an agency of the French Ministry of Education,  is the 
organisation in charge of worldwide coordination of the 
DELF / DALF examinations. The CIEP is responsible for 
designing examination papers, accrediting exam centres, 
training markers and examiners and generally ensuring 
that the highest standards of quality are maintained 
consistently all over the world.

DELF examinations and qualifications in NZ are placed 
under the general supervision of the Cultural Section of 
the Embassy of France. To be accredited as exam centres, 
schools have to sign an agreement with the Embassy.

The Embassy of France in New Zealand

The National DELF Examination Board

The Alliance Française DELF coordination and 
support network
The Alliance Française network in New Zealand is responsible 
for the administrative and financial management of DELF 
examinations; local Alliance Française centres act as 
DELF scolaire coordination and support centres in their 
respective areas. There are currently four: the Alliances 
Françaises in Wellington, Auckland, Christchurch and 
Palmerston North.

The DELF scolaire programme is coordinated in New 
Zealand by the National DELF Examination Board, which is 
composed of representatives from the French Embassy, the 
Alliance Française in New Zealand, the National Advisor for 
French with the NZ Ministry of Education, and the National 
Association of French Teachers (NZAFT).
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DELF scolaire: an internationally  
recognised French language  
qualification for school students
DELF (Diplôme d’Etudes en Langue Française) is an official 
qualification awarded by the French Ministry of Education 
to certify the French language skills of non-French learners.
DELF scolaire (or DELF for schools) is a version of DELF 
which has been specially designed for schools. While the 
tests are structured in the same way as the original DELF, 
the themes are chosen to suit the interests of teen-age 
learners.
There are four levels of DELF scolaire qualifications, from 
A1 (elementary) to B2 (upper intermediate), corresponding 
to the levels of the Common European Framework of Ref-
erence for Languages (CEFR). Examinations test four skills: 
reading, writing, listening and speaking.

 

• a group test:
Oral comprehension: students  answer 
questions related to audio documents.

Written comprehension: students answer 
questions related to written documents, such 
as magazine articles or advertisements.

Written production: students write a letter or 
a message or respond to a letter.

 

• an individual test:
Oral production and interaction: you have to  
interact with an examiner.

 

Each exercise is based on a real situation. The DELF  
scolaire exam assesses a student’s ability to 
communicate, both orally and  in writing, with a French-
speaking person.

Each of the examination’s four parts is graded out of 25 
points. To pass, you need to reach a total of 50 points 
out of 100.

Preparing for DELF scolaire
DELF is not linked to any particular curriculum, only to 
the language skill descriptors of the CEFRL. Therefore, 
regular study of the NZ Curriculum for languages (which 
is itself adapted from the CEFRL) should be adequate 
preparation for DELF scolaire. It is recommended, 
however, that students familiarise themselves with the 
test format by looking at paper samples on the CIEP 
website: 

http://www.ciep.fr/delf-scolaire/exemples-sujets-1

DELF scolaire examinations in  
New Zealand

Where and when do exams take place?
DELF scolaire examinations are held once a year in accred-
ited schools. Schools not accredited as examination centres 
can join the scheme as participating schools and have their 
students sit the exam at an accredited centre.

Who can sit DELF scolaire exams?
DELF scolaire is suitable for students from Year 10 to Year 
13. You can sit the DELF scolaire if your school is registered 
as a participating school - inquire from your French teacher 
to find out if this is the case.

Which DELF level is suitable for you?
The table below can help you determine the most  
appropriate DELF level for you at each year of the the NZ  
education system.
Students are advised to seek guidance from their teachers 
to decide which DELF level they should attempt for the best 
chance of success.

Exam dates and fees
Check this year’s DELF scolaire registration form for updated 
details on dates and fees. You can ask your French teacher 
for a registration form or download it from here:
http://www.ambafrance-nz.org/DELF-scolaire
or from your local Alliance Française website.

Registration
Return the completed registration form to your 
French teacher along with the enrolment fee. 
Please note that you can only register through 
your school, not directly with an examination 
centre.

On the day of the exam, you will have to take two 
types of tests:

How the exam works

DELF A1     DELF A2      DELF B1      DELF B2

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

YEAR 13

DELF A1

DELF A2

DELF A2 or B1
DELF B1 or B2

DELF exams are developed by the Centre International 
d’Etudes Pédagogiques (CIEP). The CIEP is internationally 
renowned for its expertise in language learning and for the 
quality of its qualifications, which are based on rigorous 
assessment procedures.
DELF qualifications are recognised throughout the world 
as reliable proof of proficiency in the French language. 
Holders of DELF B2 are exempt from language entrance 
examinations in French speaking universities. 
Successful candidates receive an official DELF certificate 
attesting their attained level. The certificate is valid for life.


